MINUTES OF THE HETTON TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 1st DECEMBER, 2008 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, THE HETTON CENTRE AT 7.15 p.m.
Present: Councillor A. R. Wilkinson, Immediate Past Mayor, in the Chair
Present: Councillors: Mrs. J. Blackburn, S. Blackburn, W. Glover, G.W.K. Hepple, Mrs. R. Meadows, Mrs. E. Metcalfe, C.R. Nairns, Mrs. A. Rankin, J. Steel, Mrs. D. Storey. (11). 
7.00 p.m.
Time was allowed for Public Participation
1.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. Adamson, Mrs. F. Anderson, J. Blackburn, Mrs. J. Heron, R. Heron, A. Maddison, Mrs. E. Richardson, B. Robinson, Mrs. M. Summerill, R. D. Tate. (7).
2
Minutes of the last Council Meeting held on 17th November, 2008
The Minutes having been circulated to Members it was moved by Coun W. Glover and seconded by Coun Nairns and  RESOLVED that the Minutes be accepted as a true and correct record.

3
Matters Arising
None were reported.
4
Declarations of Interest
None were reported.
5
Ward matters
None were reported.
6
a.
Approval of Schedule of Financial Payments 08/009.
The Schedule having been distributed it was moved by Councillor Mrs. Storey and seconded by Councillor Mrs. Meadows and RESOLVED to be accepted as a true and correct record.
b.
Minutes of Finance Committee meeting held on 24th November, 2008.

Councillor Mrs. Rankin, Chairman of the Finance Committee gave a verbal Report to support and explain the minutes.

Members agreed to accept the minutes and recommendations as follows: In principle, to explore funding opportunities for
1.
Contingency fund of £12,500 to be arranged with nationwide Trust Account in April 2009.

2.
To award Hetton Day Club’s application for Financial Assistance with a  £200 cash grant.

3.
To explore further N. H. individual coaching fund application.

4. 
To examine funding in 2009 for:

Hetton Memorial Garden

30 m.p.h. speed advisory signs

Village notice boards

5.
To discuss further the purchase of new desk furniture

Therefore the Minutes were moved acceptance by Councillor Mrs. Meadows and seconded by Councillor Steel.
7
Christmas Illuminations 28th November, 2008 Event
The Town Clerk gave a report and resume of event. Members were pleased with the event plans and attendance of public
8
Sunderland Clay Pigeon Club
The Town Clerk gave a report supplied by correspondence from Northumbria Police Firearms Officer and City Environmental Health Team. The applications and licences were at present in order and all compliant.
9
Information for Councillors
The Town Clerk gave a verbal report of two new initiatives which could be introduced by the Town Council in order to involve and interact with all Members of the Community.
‘Hetton Celebrates Excellence’ a scheme to reward youngsters age 11-18 who have excelled in some way – a report was submitted for consideration.

Hetton Celebrates the Elderly – a proposal for a day event organised in association with partners of Age Concern.

To continue the ‘Champions of the Community’  Scheme,

Members were advised that nominations were required for this Financial year; however it was agreed to also consider previous nominations, who did not receive an award last year.

Members agreed to the proposals and instructed the Town Clerk to pursue all matters further and report back to a subsequent Meeting of Council.

10
Resignation of Town Councillor

The Town Clerk reported that he had received the formal written resignation of Mrs. Margaret Summerill, town Councillor for the Hetton Downs Ward.

The Council formally acknowledged and accepted the resignation.

The Town Clerk advised Members that it was now necessary to write to the City Council Chief Executives Officer, advising him in his capacity of Returning Officer.

A formal Notice of Vacancy will be issued and need to be posted in Civic Offices and Public Buildings.

The Leader in acknowledging Mrs. Summerill’s long service and commitment to the Town Council, advised the Clerk to obtain a bouquet and card and invite Mrs. Summerill to the Christmas Meeting of the Town Council on 15th December, 2008.
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JOHN PRICE

Town Clerk
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