MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 8th NOVEMBER, 2010
Present: Councillor W. Glover Chairman
Councillors: Hepple, Mrs. Heron, Mrs. Meadows, Mrs. Storey, Steel
1.
Apologies for Absence

All Committee present
2
To receive and accept the Minutes of last Meeting held Monday, 11th October, 2010.
Were accepted as a true record.
3
Financial Report
The Town Clerk gave an update report position: Community Account £33,101.57 – Business Saver Account £12,851.29 and confirmed that although there was expenditure outstanding, the position was acceptable for this stage of the financial year.
However as Members were aware there was a need to approve a transfer of money from Business Saver into Community Account to fund the forthcoming Christmas Illuminations and Street Furniture Projects.

It was moved by Councillor Hepple and seconded by Councillor Mrs. Meadows that £5,000 be transferred and agreed by Committee.

4
Precept Recommendation 2011/12
The Town Clerk reported that he had held preliminary discussions with the City Director of Finance, Assistant Finance Manager regarding preparation of appropriate annual report.
However members were anxious to stress the current national situation and financial restraints imposed on all public service providers. It was suggested a nil increase be examined for a stand-still budget 2011/12.
Mr. Denis Napier be again invited to meet with the Finance Committee to discuss and give advice on all matters to examine.

5
E.Q.P. (Eppleton Quarry Products)
The Town Clerk reported that as instructed Mr. D. Anderson, Director EQP had been invited to meet with the Town Council to discuss future EQP Community Fund Provision and to determine appropriate policy, which is mutually acceptable.
6 
Project  Review
a.
The Town Clerk reported on a meeting held recently with the Leader, Deputy Leader and Silksworth Fishing Club, regarding the way they had funded and secured a Bird Island Sanctuary at Silksworth Sports Complex Lake. The Town Council hope to undertake a similar scheme to benefit Hetton Lyons Country Park Lake possibly at an expenditure of £1,500.
b.
Members discussed a policy of provision of new street furniture throughout the district and the principle of providing seats as a Memorial to former Members.

c.
Members were advised that a meeting had been held with Hetton Swimming Club regarding distribution of the £1,000 grant donated by Pellikkan Construction. A full report will be on the next Town Council Meeting Agenda.

d.
Members were advised that the City Council (various funders, see report) were to undertake further road safety measures at North Road.

Should Hetton Town Council wish to be a partner in such scheme a V.A.S. (Vehicle Activated Sign 30 mph) could be purchased for £4,000, this sign could be erected at various locations in the district in the future.

7
Application for Financial Assistance
An application was received from ‘The Friends of Peat Carr Group’ requesting assistance to fund a Christmas Party for residents.
It was moved by Councillor Hepple, seconded by Councillor Mrs. Storey that a cash grant of £200 be recommended to full council to be awarded

Signed
Councillor W. GLOVER
Chairman
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