MOTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE BUDGET AND PRECEPT YEAR 2011/12 HELD ON FRIDAY 19th NOVEMBER, 2010 AT 4.00 p.m.
Present: Councillors: Hepple, Heron, Steel and Dennis Napier, Assistamt Chief Accountant, Sunderland City Council
1.
Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Glover, Mrs. Storey, Mrs Meadows
2
Dennis explained the current challenges to be experienced by the City Council and Government cuts in Rate Support Grant expected to be £47 million over 4 years – many strategies were being considered and implemented to combat such.
The City Council (unlike the Town Council) were eligible for a 2.5% freeze grant to compensate for a nil rise in Council Tax. There is a freeze on employee salaries.
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Councillor Hepple was anxious to be able to keep profile and involvement of Hetton Town Council, however, accepted a nil increase in the expenditure budget was inevitable.
It was agreed to put to Town Council for decision at their meeting 15th December, 2010.
Dennis will be submitting a Council Tax Base Report to the City Council at this date.
It was also suggested that Hetton Town Council should approach Bridget Phillipson, M.P., to ask a Question in Parliament as to how and why Town and Parish Councils had been excluded from Government Policy and grant to offset Council Tax Freeze.

JOHN PRICE

Town Clerk
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